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Well, how can I start this editorial without mentioning the weather? As

I write we are half way through August and yes we have had a few nice
days and a couple of hot ones, but all told it has been a shocker. It seems
there is a pattern emerging of a phoney summer coming end
March/April/Early May which fools us into thinking that it is a portent of
a long hot dependable summer.

But it has been the rain that seems to have dominated. This part of the UK is supposed to
be a drier area but that seems to be changing, but then again perhaps it is the same everywhere.

It certainly makes thing grow, weeds particularly. Things also seem to have cropped
earlier. I have already taken some tomato plants out because the fruit has all been picked
and I doubt I will have any left to pick much into September. Some years I can’t get picking
until about now. 

Having said it is was a phoney summer, it is that that can set fruit much earlier and get heat
into the ground for germination. I suppose it is swings and roundabouts, as with most things.

I hope you had a good time over the summer break and enjoyed what summer we had. If
you travelled away I hope it lived up to the expectations.

Some say the anticipation of an event can be more fun than the event itself and that often
applies to holidays. The excitement of the planning and preparation can be as much fun as
the holiday itself. Just think how much money you could save planning an exciting holiday
and then cancel at the last minute. Somehow though, that just wouldn’t work, would it?

By the time you read this the Schools will be about to go back or indeed may have started.
I wonder if schoolchildren nowadays have the same reaction to the summer break as I used
to have.

On the one hand, when the school broke up, it was excitement with all those weeks
ahead, school free, to do what one wanted. Then about two weeks away from the return to
school was that time when boredom would be more frequent and one looked forward to
seeing school pals again. Then when it came to the last few days, came the regrets of all the
things you were going to do and places you were going to visit but never got round to. More
expectations for the next holiday break!

Not having had a magazine in August our contributors have done a bit of catching up.
Sports Nut gives us a great synopsis of what indeed has been a great summer of sports.

From Cricket to Cycling and Tennis to Track and field, it is all there.
Paddy gives us the useful updates on our bus services and highlights the new timetables. 
Jolley old world has his view on the current state of the nation and beyond. I think he

puts into word a lot of what the majority of people think and does it in a way that would be
better than most. When the majority stay silent, it is only the minority that is heard. And
they tend to shout louder anyway.

Looking forward, the magazine has details of a lot of activities going on in the village
which have also taken a break over the summer. There is a whole new raft of Adult classes

(continued on page 2.)
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(continued from page 1.)

at the college. There are dances and beer festivals at the Legion. Pilates and keep fit classes
starting. And if you fancy a bit of ballroom dancing there’s a sociable series of classes for
that as well. 

One event not to be missed is the Bottisham museum group open day at the end of the month. 
Details of all these and more are in your September Cresset.
Enjoy what is left of our summer and let’s hope for an Indian one later on before that

glorious season of mellow fruitfulness.

Your editor, Peter Walker

We are a charity and hold a drop in session at Bottisham  Medical Practice on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month, 1pm-2.30pm, where NHS hearing aid users can receive free replacement
batteries, have their hearing aids cleaned and retubed and receive free advice on hearing aid
use. Please see our website for further information: www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk

We are also keen to recruit new volunteer’s in the Bottisham area.
Over 100 volunteers maintain NHS hearing aids via our 42 community-based Hearing

Help Sessions, home visits, and care home visits. This work requires good eyesight (with
glasses) and reasonable dexterity, a commitment of at least two hours per month, and
completion of our hearing aid maintenance training course.

The next course is running in Cambridge across six mornings, 10am to 1pm, on the 20th,
21st, 27th, and 28th of September, and the 4th and 5th of October 2017. Special arrangements
can be made if you cannot attend all these dates.  In particular, we are looking for volunteers
living in Cambridge, Linton, Bottisham, Burwell, Soham and the surrounding areas.

If you are interested in volunteering/finding out more, please contact the office:
Tel: 01223 416141, Email: enquiries@cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 September. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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Bottisham Village College 

ADULT LEARNING
Are you interested in learning something new?

Our full range of courses for the Autumn is now available and you can
enrol at any time by visiting our website

www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning

NEW COURSES INCLUDE:
Maths and English GCSEs for Adults / Creating Glass Jewellery / Felt Making

Engaging in Contemporary Art / Garden Design – an Introduction
Gentle Keep Fit (daytime) / Italian Cuisine / Managing Life and Work Changes

Singing for Fun / Woodwork and DIY Skills for Beginners

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:
Effortless Make-up and Day to Evening Make-up / Glass Christmas Decorations

Illustration for Beginners / Introduction to Creative Writing / Mindfulness
Paediatric First Aid (2 days) / Willow and Rush Christmas Decorations

www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
Tel: 01223 811372  email: adultlearning@bottishamvc.org

Facebook: BottishamAdultCommunityLearning or Twitter: @CommunityEdBott
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Healthy Walking at Wandlebury. CB22 3AE Every Thursday: 10am or 10.30am-11am
Join our healthy walkers for a Walking for Health accredited sociable walk around the park.
Meet at the Stable Rooms at 10am for a longer walk or 10.30am for a shorter stroll. All
welcome, suitable for all abilities. Free of charge and no need to book, but please arrive 10
minutes early to register if it’s your first time. Donations towards the upkeep of the park are
always welcome. 

Stourbridge Fair at the Leper Chapel. CB5 8JJ. Saturday 2 September: 12pm-4.30pm
Step back in time for a merry medieval afternoon at the historic Leper Chapel, Cambridge’s
oldest complete surviving building. Visitors can browse stalls selling produce typical of the
time, view historical re-enactments, and wander among pedlars and alchemists. There’s
entertainment on offer too, with medieval singing, dancing and storytelling. This is a free,
family event, and all are welcome. Donations towards the upkeep of the chapel are always
appreciated. No need to book.

Hinxton Watermill Open Day and Village Hall Teas Sunday 3 September: 2.30pm-5.30pm
Drop in and explore this impressive 17th century working watermill, built on a site dating
back to the Doomsday Book. Much of the machinery inside remains in good working order.
Children can take part in the ‘Where’s Ratty’ contest! CambridgePPF members free, non
members £3 for adults, £1 for children. No need to book.

Wandlebury Adventurers Club Mondays from 4 September: 6pm-8pm Looking for
adventure? You’ve come to the right place. Prepare your kids for some active outdoor fun as
we once again host five unaccompanied sessions of action-packed excitement at Wandlebury
Park. For ages 8 -12. Either book and pay for the whole course, or join in on an individual
session basis: £50 for the whole course, £10 per session. 

Wandlebury Adventurers Squad Tuesdays from 5 September: 6pm-8pm Outdoor
adventure activities for ages 6-8. Prepare your children for a variety of outdoor fun as we
host five unaccompanied sessions of action-packed excitement at Wandlebury Park. Either
book and pay for the whole course, or join in on an individual session basis: £50 for the
whole course, £10 per session. 

Autumnal Wild Flowers Sunday 10 September: 2pm-3.30pm It’s never too late to learn new
things! Join us for this sociable guided stroll around Wandlebury Park with our
knowledgeable staff, where you will identify and learn about late flowering plants that thrive
in the beautiful chalk grasslands. Advance booking necessary. For adults only. No prior
knowledge necessary. £3 for members, non members £4. 

Bourn Mill Open Day. CB23 2SU. Sunday 10 September: 2pm-4pm Come and see inside
one of the oldest mills in the country, set in beautiful scenery near Bourn village. Volunteer
guides will tell you the history of the mill and if the weather is favourable you may even
witness the incredible sight of the mill being turned on its post. Teas are available.  No need
to book. CambridgePPF members free, non members £3 per adult, £1 per child.

Wonderful Wandlebury - History Fun Day at Wandlebury. CB22 3AE Saturday 7
October: 12pm-4.30pm A variety of activities on offer at this popular history day that’s
packed with fun and learning for the whole family. Have a go at traditional Iron Age crafts
for children including shelter building, bushcraft, weapon and shield making, Iron Age
cooking and jewellery making. Try your hand at archery, games, animal trails, and to check
out beekeeping with the Cambridge Beekeepers. Entry is free but there will be a small
charge for selected activities and games. There will also be opportunities to buy some items.

Cambridge, Past, Present & Future
-  A colourful month of activities 
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Fresh start? Try Church!
At the time of writing this our Minister, Alan, has just had an operation on his eye, and so

is unable to write this month’s article.
Last month Alan gave details about the Alpha Course which RENEW Church is intending

to run.  Since the article was submitted the Leadership Team of the church have decided that
the Course should now take place from the beginning of January instead of September.  We
will be publishing full details nearer the time.  If you would like to know more about the
Alpha Course in the meantime please feel free to contact Alan at any time.  Contact details
can be found below.

We believe the Alpha Course offers an ideal opportunity for anyone to ask questions, and
to discuss, God, Jesus Christ, the Bible or the meaning of life, without any pressure, without
follow-up and without charge.  All in a friendly atmosphere – and with food!

By the time you read this the Summer holidays will be over; new terms will have begun;
many of our children will be going to new schools.  September is often a time of new
beginnings; new challenges; new opportunities.  Perhaps you are looking for something new,
some change of direction, some fresh perspective on life.  Maybe some answers to things which
bother you.  If so, you might consider trying church!  Many people have preconceived ideas of
what church is like, or they have past experiences which may have left a negative impression.  

However, RENEW might be very different from what you expect, and you may be
pleasantly surprised!  So may we invite you to come and see for yourself!  Whatever age you
are; whatever family situation you have; whatever church background you may have had; or
if you have no church background at all; you will find a warm welcome at RENEW.  Come
and see! Peter Wells

RENEW Church Services in September 2017.
We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services.
A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome.
Croissants and drinks are available before Morning Worship from 10.10 am.

Sunday 3rd Sep. Morning Worship. 10.30am (Bottisham Primary School)   
Sunday 10th Sep. Morning Worship. 10.30am   (Bottisham Primary School)  
Followed by shared lunch 
Sunday 10th Sep. Evening Worship. 6.20pm (at Lode Chapel)
Sunday 17th Sep. Morning Worship. 10.30am   (Bottisham Primary School)   
Sunday 24th Sep. Morning Worship. 10.30am  (Bottisham Primary School)   
Sunday 24th Sep. Evening Worship. 6.20pm  (at Lode Chapel)

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW Church please contact:
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk 
Or visit our website at  www.renewchurch.org.uk 

RE:NEW Church Family
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Services in Holy Trinity Bottisham in September
Sunday 3rd 11am Holy Communion Revd Sue Giles
Wednesday 6th 8pm Compline by Candlelight led by Dr Sarah Maxwell
Sunday 10th No Service in Bottisham

10am Benefice Communion in Swaffham Bulbeck 
Sunday 17th 8am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  

Revd Sue Giles
11am Morning Prayer

Sunday 24th  No service in Bottisham
8am Holy Communion in Swaffham Prior
10am Benefice All-Age Service in Lode

Benefice services are services shared by the five churches in the Anglesey Group
(Bottisham, Lode, Quy, Swaffham Bulbeck and Swaffham Prior). Details of these services
can also be found on the Bottisham pages of the Anglesey website
(angleseygroupparishes.co.uk). Any late changes in times or places of services will be given
there, along with details of any funerals or weddings in Holy Trinity.
CAMBS HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST ANNUAL RIDE, DRIVE AND

STRIDE EVENT
This year's CHCT Ride & Stride event will take place on Saturday 20 September. The

object is to be sponsored to cycle or walk to as many churches or chapels as you can
between 10 am and 6pm - usually sponsors will be happy to part with a sum per
church/chapel. If riding or striding is difficult, then you can also drive. Half the money
raised goes to the Cambridgeshire Historic Churches Trust and is used in the form of Grants
to churches/chapels in the county for essential repairs. The other half goes to the church or
chapel of your choice. Details of how to get involved are on a board in Holy Trinity or can
be obtained from Mike Young on 811754. Given half-decent weather it can be fun day out
- something different. Needless to say, Holy Trinity would very much welcome your
support. How about it!

With autumn approaching, here is the reminder that our next series of lectures by Katherine
Jewell begins next month. The evocative East Anglian landscape has long been an inspiration
to tellers of stories of murder and mysterious death.  This course begins with an exploration
of the rise of crime as the source of entertainment for the masses.  Then, using three novels
by some of the greatest crime writers of the twentieth century, this course examines the genre
of crime fiction in detail, particularly its use of East Anglia.

The subject of Crime Fiction & East Anglia should be of interest to anyone living in
Cambridgeshire. So... all welcome, make a note in your diary to join us at the British Legion,
Bottisham at 10.00am on Thursday, 5th October. For more information please contact
Elaine Steverson T: 01223 812152 or www.eastern.wea.org.uk 

Gerry Cowley

WEA News



8



9



10

SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass

Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds 

▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing 

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work
References available upon request.

P L E A S E  C A L L  
Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701

Bay Tree Cottage ▶74 High St ▶Swaffham Bulbeck



11

It was very hot for our June meeting when Ian Cummings a finalist in the Great British Bake
Off in 2016 spoke of his time on the programme. He explained his background as a free-
lance travel photographer showing some of his pictures. He applied to be a contestant after
his wife said she wished to go to the Garden Party held at the end of the series in 2014. From
the 23,000 applicants and after numerous interviews, a visit to a shrink and cooking a cake
in a commercial kitchen he was accepted. He explained the different tasks he had to do for
each round, having been given 2 weeks practice time and £50 for ingredients. He made his
own baking tins and shapes from stainless steel strips. He was the star baker for 3
consecutive weeks but was still most surprised to be a finalist. He had slides of each of his
creations both at the experimental stages and from the show. A good speaker, his enthusiasm
certainly showed and he had made a superb and large carrot cake for our refreshments.

Rosemary Magellan gave a report of her visit to the National AGM held in Liverpool
earlier in June which she had enjoyed. The main speakers were Jo Fairley a co-founder of
Green and Black Chocolate and Susie Dent from Countdown. The 2 resolutions, on
combatting loneliness (young and old, male and female and affecting 1 in 5 people) and
high lighting the problems of plastic soup (the small microfibres that are released into the
oceans after each wash) were each considered, debated and passed. A thrilling experience
and members were told they should make an effort to attend in the future.

In August David Taylor spoke and showed pictures covering women’s achievements in
Aviation. He spoke about Amy Johnson and Amelia Earhart but more information was given
on the Air Transport Auxiliary Force which enlisted women during the Second World War to
build, repair and maintain, provide medical assistance and refreshments and work in the
control towers as radio operators. Their most important role was in ferrying new aircraft
from the hangars where they were built to the airfields. Pay equality was a dream then
although the equivalent force in America the WASPS did receive the same pay rates. David
had found information about air stewardesses, women sent into space, Concorde pilots and
sky walkers.  We heard about the many pioneer pilots and these included Molly Marshall,
who had been taught to fly by her brother Arthur Marshall. She flew Tiger Moths at first but
became one of the Spitfire Women and delivered 273 fighters to RAF units. Based in
Southampton she was part of the Coastal Force and flew Hurricanes and Wellington
Bombers. Sometimes she flew up to 4 different types in a day all with no radios and into
heavily camouflaged airfields. She died at the age 95 a week before she would have attended
the Albert Hall Festival of Remembrance Service. A local heroine. A most interesting talk.

We shall be celebrating our centenary year in 2018. We have plans for a Sunday lunch
on the actual birthdate, a community fete in June hopefully at the Primary School, and will
be talking to years 5 and 6 children at an assembly about the WI and helping them complete
a wall hanging to commemorate the event. We could have an event at Bottisham Hall too.

We shall be touring the Houses of Parliament in August, visiting St Ives on the guided
bus and continuing with our monthly walks and weekly darts practices. We hope too to have
another Norwich shopping trip.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 19th September when Pat and Roy will be
entertaining us at our Harvest Supper. Ploughman’s supper is optional at £3. This will
be held at Queens Court at 7.30pm

Visitors (8 at the June meeting) and new members are very welcome to come and join us.
Sylvia Overton 811792 

WEA News
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE
All work carried out to BS 3998

Free Estimates Given within 7 days

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK
M E M B E R
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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N.C.S.
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED
l OIL&GAS BOILERS
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL 
07824 727277 or 01638 662760

EMAIL
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK

WEBSITE
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -
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Parish Notes
These notes are from our meeting on 3rd July.  We had no meeting in August.  

Our County Councillor Mathew Shuter realised that there had been concerns regarding
surface water flooding particularly in Lode Road which regularly floods in heavy downpours.
This was a problem that was not easily solved.  He reported that the draining under the road
was inadequate for the type of rain that we get nowadays i.e. usual months rainfall in one day.
The size of the pipe that takes the water away is not wide enough.  He has spoken to the County
Council who are aware of the problem and similar problems with the size of the pipes in other
villages.  They felt it unlikely that any home would be under threat from flooding and they also
reassured that the building work currently taking place at the school was not adding to the
problem.  With another accident at one of the entrances to Bottisham (Hilton Park end), County
Councillor Shuter revealed that the A1303 has been designated one of the 50 worst roads in the
country for road traffic accidents. He is waiting to hear about funding for improvements to the
junctions into Bottisham which would be greatly welcomed by the village. 

The PCSO has been actively ticketing vehicles parked on the double yellow lines outside
of the shop.  She confirmed that her workload has now effectively halved as she is looking
after 14 villages rather than 28 which also means less travelling time for her and more time to
spend in her allocated villages.  One more  PCSO has been recruited and the village allocation
had been restructured.  We therefore hope to see more of her in Bottisham.  

Parish Councillors met recently in the cemetery for a tidy-up of those graves which are no
longer maintained by relatives.  We have also arranged to have some work done on trees and
hedges over the summer so by now the area should be looking a lot tidier.  The County
Council have also been and cut back the trees/hedgerow on Bell Road which were beginning
to obscure the road signs.

Thanks once again go to Reg Webb for putting in the bedding plants by the village sign/flag
pole. He has also renovated the pump by the vicarage which is looking much nicer.  The
village sign came down in a heavy storm and should also be repaired and back up by now.   

Parish Council have again begun to discuss the provision of pre-school play equipment in
the village. We recognise that Bottisham has a deficiency of any type of play equipment but
with the village owning no land this is difficult to resolve.   Thankfully we have the Village
College site which provides children with an area of open space.  Significant efforts have been
made over the years to find land that could be used but all to no avail.  We are currently
proceeding with purchasing some land off of Lode Road for a new cemetery which could also
be used to provide some play equipment but this process is slow with the need for tests on the
land to check that it is suitable for a cemetery. In reality we are many years away from being
able to use the land.  We have been successful in obtaining a small play area when the new
development off of Bell Road/Ox Meadow is built but we are aware that this is at one end of
the village.    The District Council have made us the offer of purchasing the public open space
situated at Ancient Meadows with a view to providing a small pres-school play area.
However, this area may not be suitable.  We are now looking at consulting with the village as

Continued on page 17



16

M&P
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
Turfing and all Gardening needs.

References available on request.

Local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837 358550
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Continued from page 15

17/00933/FUL, 4 Rowley Gardens, Single storey rear extension, NEW APPLICATION
17/01149/FUL, Bottisham Heath Stud, London Road, Retrospective planning application for

stables
17/01216/FUL, Land at Bell Road (rear of public house), Construction of a 3 bedroom dwelling

house with car parking, cycle and refuse storage.  Demolition of sheds and fences to rear of
public house to create 10 additional parking spaces and a new amenity area with a new
vehicular access.  Reduce boundary wall along Bell Road to reduce height from 1.1m to
0.6m, NEW APPLICATION

17/01202/FUL, Focal Point, Newmarket Road, Temporary replacement storage unit, NEW
APPLICATION

7/01293/FUL, 113 Lode Road, Demolish existing conservatory plus outbuilding and erect single
storey rear extension, NEW APPLICATION

Planning Notes

to whether residents feel there is a need for pre-school play equipment and where it should be
sited.  We aim to do this by way of a questionnaire which will be delivered to each household.
The questionnaire can be filled in on-line or by hand.  We plan for the  questionnaire to be
delivered in October/November and further details will be forthcoming in the October
Cresset.   After the questionnaires have been collated we will have a public meeting to discuss
the findings and seek further views from the village.

Cambridgeshire County Council has launched a consultation on redesigning Children’s
Centre Services.  The proposals include 10 child and family centres that will continue to offer
services in places of high need with extended opening hours, 12 child and family zones in
community spaces such as libraries and community centres, an outreach programme and
online support. The consultation ends 22nd September and can be accessed at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/childrenscentreconsultation.  Children’s Centres are a valuable
asset to the community and to many families so please take the time to visit the website and
to take part in the short survey.

Claire Fullwood - Parish Clerk

n We offer grants to school leavers with a minimum of two years residence in Bottisham.
n If you are starting a course of Higher Education you can apply for help with buying

text books.
n If you are starting an Apprenticeship you can apply for help with buying tools and

equipment.
For further information e-mail the Clerk coralhatley@gmail.com or telephone 811457

BOTTISHAM LOCAL CHARITIES TRUSTEES
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POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 25 YEARS
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING:

• Furniture • Quality jewellery and Costume
jewellery • Collectables • China, glass, ceramics •
Old toys • Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass
• Militaria - uniforms, medals, weapons • Old tools
• Old garden ornaments • Anything considered

Polite & confidential service.  Good prices paid.
Please call: Steve Durrant 01638 507037 / 07740 591194

WANTED

ALAN R. COOPER 
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia 

& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis

Instruments sterilised by Autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

Native German Speaker
Qualified Teacher

Coaching to GCSE level
Karin Hulme 812669
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I hope that you have all had a good summer despite the at times awful weather.  I also hope
that you all now have copies of the new Stagecoach timetables for the 10 and 11/12 from the
23rd July.  There is no longer a 10A.  It was all advertised on the buses about 10 days ahead
of the changes and was also available under ‘Stagecoach new timetables’ on the web as there
were many changes.  However, as so many people have confirmed to me, what was needed
was the paper timetables.  The changes were on the display boards at bus stops and I hope
that happened in Lode and Swaffham Bulbeck but regular users don’t see a need to look if
they are unaware of the situation.  Stagecoach customer services have been good and we
have been exchanging increasingly jolly e-mails over the past few weeks as they tried to get
timetables delivered to me. I received a box of the 10s in time for me to put them in
Bottisham post office and the Bottisham bus shelters and also post them through letterboxes
of known users.  I ended up accosting people in the street to check whether they knew of the
changes as times were often now earlier and I was hearing tales of people having problems
with missing the regular buses they used due to the changed times.   I didn’t receive a box
of the 11/12 until a couple of weeks later.  Just think of the area that the poor chap doing the
deliveries and the changes to the display boards has to cover!   I checked at 10 p.m. for the
box of 10s and they weren’t there but they were first thing the next morning!  But we do still
have a reasonable service compared with some villages and customer services assure me that
no cuts are planned this year!  Whippet have cut services to the villages west of Cambridge
and that has resulted in many problems for people trying to get to work, the doctors,
Addenbrooke’s, the shops, or just to have a little excursion.  

The 114 is also cut. The Cambridge News has featured letters on the subject and also has
run articles on the situation.  Whippet used to be a community minded family run firm but
no longer is that the case with the new owners.  I have happy memories of the day trips to
Lowestoft from the Bottisham A1303 bus stop.  I have tried to get National Express to stop
there instead of zooming past but no luck so far.  That would give us in Bottisham an evening
and Sunday service to Newmarket.  I do appreciate the difficulties are different for Lode and
Swaffham Bulbeck and that access to the 11/12 is via the 10 to Newmarket.  

We read that bus journeys have fallen to their lowest in ten years throughout England.
Apparently narrow roads are squeezing buses out of new estates.  Stagecoach try to improve
things for smartcard users with cheaper fares and a saving of time as they scan their card as
they board.  There is now a mobile ticketing app that enables passengers to buy and receive
tickets direct to their mobile phone so you show the bus driver an on-screen ticket.  Great
Northern suggests that you treat the kids to a day out at the weekend as up to 4 children can
travel with you for just £2 each.  More people are discovering the Cambridge North station
and hopefully the earlier problems about which people were complaining are being
addressed.  21,000 people used it during its first month.  Our route by bus is the 10 and then
the citi 2.  Transport is very much a live issue at the moment due in part to the congestion in
Cambridge.  City Deal, now the Greater Cambridge Partnership, plans for a busway linking
Cambridge and Cambourne are not popular.  Mayor James Palmer says a problem of local
government is short term thinking.  There needs to be a long-term vision for Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough.  Light rail, underground metro, more park and ride – all being discussed.
This is part of a £150,000 transport study.  There is an ongoing legal battle over the guided

Public Transport Matters

continued on page 21
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The school summer holidays are coming to a close and we hope you have enjoyed the time
with family, going on holiday or even creating your own adventures at home.
Before the children head back to school, please take the opportunity to teach your children
about fire safety and design your very own fire escape plan for them to share with teachers
and other students back in the classroom.

We recommend that every household has a fire escape plan and regularly runs through it
with the family - especially when guests are coming to stay. 

Here are a few things to consider when writing yours:
• Everyone should know where the window and door keys are.
•  Your normal way out of the house is your best escape route so always keep it clear of

clutter - think of the difficulties you'll have using this route in pitch darkness or smoke.
• Walk your escape route with the rest of your family or housemates and make sure

everyone can open windows and doors easily.
If you, your neighbour or family member might be vulnerable or have trouble escaping

from their house in a fire, please contact us to see if we can help by calling 0800 917 9994.
For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to

www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube
and Facebook.
And! Please do remember to regularly check your smoke alert - it just might save lives!

Michael White
For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk.
Sign up to email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.

busway’s deterioration and the Cambridgeshire County Council’s suing of BAM Nuttall over
a £36.5 million repair bill.  It is only 6 years old and should have 34 years of design life left.
They hope to get an appropriate settlement.  Around £8 million has already been spent on
repairs and professional fees.  The busway is regarded as a success and popular but people
still say that it should have been a train line.  There are still complaints about the fewer seats
on the new trains to London.  The 7.55 am train from Cambridge to King’s Cross is the
second most overcrowded train service in the country!  At an average speed of 40.4 mph
people also complain that it is a slow service.  Discussions are ongoing about a rail link to
Haverhill and also stations at Soham and Addenbrooke’s.  James Palmer wants to increase
the number of trains on Crossrail 2 and is in contact with its director.

There is an increased use of ferries across the Channel and to the Isle of Man and also a
suggestion of a rail tunnel to Ireland.

Don’t forget the website of seat 61 - Bordeaux is now closer than ever with a new section
of TGV high speed travel from Paris.  Just under six hours from St. Pancras - Eurostar.com.
In 2015 it won the European Best destination competition. Its centre is a World Heritage site.
It is suggested as a weekend trip. 

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50       Traveline:   08712 00 22 33
Happy travelling! - Paddy James

continued from page 19
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D.K.TILL & SON IN LAW
COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS

Family run business for 40 years
Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost

TEL: David Till; 01223 232947 - Kevin Crisp; 07523044521 
Email: dktill@hotmail.co.uk
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Pilates
NEW BEGINNERS CLASS

Royal British Legion Social Club
31 Downing Cl, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9DD

Wednesday 9.45-10.45
Start date: 13th September 2017

Pilates instructor: Mili Schrama
To book your place please email altrinik@gmail.com

I can also be contacted by phone 
after 25th August on 07833 317995

The price per class is £8 for the taster session and if you wish
to join the class the price is £7 per session, 

paid in advance, per term. 
CLASSES RUN TERM TIME ONLY.
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• Drains Unblocked Fast
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks
• Guttering and Downpipes
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys
• High Pressure Water Jetting
• Domestic and industrial
• All Work Guaranteed
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Bottisham & District Gardening Club

We had a wonderful evening visit in June, to the private estate of Denston Hall Gardens
near Newmarket. This included a tour of the gardens with the head gardener, taking in the
walled garden, vegetable garden, moat, lake, and numerous herbaceous borders. The garden
had been designed by Lady Tollemache, a gold medal winner at the Chelsea Flower Show.
The evening was finished off in the Hall with refreshments served by the butler. The perfect
way to spend a summer evening.

Then our annual day trip in July took us to Capel Manor Gardens near Enfield, dating
back to the 13th century. The manor house passed through many hands before, in the 1960s
and in a badly neglected state, it was leased to the London Borough of Enfield and the Capel
Manor Institute of Horticulture was born. It is still an educational institution, now the Capel
Manor College, and has grown to 3,500 students gaining hands-on experience in a variety
of gardens. We were especially glad to have the services of Tom Wheatcroft as our tour
guide. He was excellent and gave us well over our allotted time, answering our many
questions in a humorous and memorable style. Then on to lunch, a wander round in our own
time, and the coach back to Bottisham.
A reminder again that our Annual Village Show takes place on 9 September, 2 to 4

pm in the British Legion. Schedules are available in the library and village shops, and we
do hope that we see more entries from surrounding villages – or just come along and see
what is on show. The show will be officially opened at 2 pm by Rachael Johnston, Head
Teacher at Bottisham Primary School, who will be judging the Children’s Section and
presenting the trophies to winning exhibitors.  If you can’t find a schedule, please give me
a ring and we’ll get one to you - the number is at the foot of this article. We are being
sponsored again this year by Bill Sumner at Bottisham Village Stores and Scotsdales
Garden Centres, and we are very grateful to them for their continuing support

Our speaker at the September meeting will now be Zsuzsanna Serer talking about
Tropical Plants and she will also be bringing a selection of plants for sale. The meeting will
take place at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 26 September in the Poppy Room of the British Legion.
Newcomers are always welcome.

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary

BOTTISHAM & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB An RHS Affiliated Society

ANNUAL VILLAGE SHOW 2017
This year’s Annual Village Show will take place

at the Royal British Legion Social Club on
Saturday, 9 September 2017 from 2.00 to 4.00 pm

Categories include Fruit and Vegetables; Flowers; Baking & Preserves; Crafts;
Painting and Drawing, Photography; and Children (four age groups)

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE - GIVE IT A GO!
WITH MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE STORES AND SCOTSDALES GARDEN CENTRES
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We are coming to the end of another enjoyable year at 1st Bottisham. Our thriving Scout
group is run entirely by volunteers. We are lucky to have some great leaders who give up their
time and who provide a varied and enjoyable programme for all our young people. We also
have a busy committee who look after finances, fundraising, purchase of equipment and
maintenance of the building. 
BEAVERS - This year at Beavers we had lots of fun! For Pancake Day we made delicious

pancakes. There were a lot of toppings and I couldn’t choose which one to have so I had three
pancakes! For our Challenge Badge, we had to brush out teeth twice a day, make our beds and
keep our rooms tidy. We learnt about unconscious people and how to sort them out before
phoning the ambulance and what to do if someone gets a cut.   By Mairi
CUBS - My favourite thing to do at Cubs this year was learning about foreign countries.

We went to the Sikh Temple in Cambridge where two people showed us around and told us
all about the Sikh religion. Following on from this, we learnt about Mardi Gras and made
pancakes to celebrate it. Another evening, we all brought in foreign food so got to taste lots
of new things. By Ewan
SCOUTS - You may have noticed the Scouts wandering the paths around Bottisham

recently. This was ‘Eat it or Die’ evening where they learnt which plants are safe to eat should
they get stuck in the wilderness without food. They are now preparing for Summer Camp at
the end of July – we hope there is plenty of tasty camp food so they don’t have to resort to
their Eat it or Die skills!
OTHER NEWS - Our latest fundraising event was a Family Quiz, which provided

entertainment for all ages. Who could have realised how difficult it is to correctly identify ten
different crisp flavours?

Thanks to generous donations, we now have sufficient funds to replace the old windows at
the Scout Hut so watch out for the transformation in the next few months!

1st Bottisham Scout Group

Applications are invited from widows or widowers to receive a quarterly
pension from the above charity. 

Applicants must be of good character and have lived in the Parish of
Bottisham at least seven years. 

Please contact the clerk to the trustees for an application form.  All
applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.

Clerk to the trustees, Coral Hatley, 
29 Mill Road, Lode, CB25 9EN

e-mail: coralhatley@gmail.com Tel: 01223 811457

GILES BREAM PENSION FUND
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Electrician
J.W.Electrical

Competitive Prices
Free Estimates
Fast Friendly

Service
Part P Approved for
Building Regulations

07804 896861
01223 574262

OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently
clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 
ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why
not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on
Tel: 01638 742703
Mob: 07752 631343
Email: info@ovenpad.com
Website: www.ovenpad.com
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PATIENT NEWSLETTER FROM THE PRACTICE:  Look out for this eye catching
informative letter at the surgery.
OUT OF HOURS SERVICE: Since 8 August the Out of Hours GP Service has been

based at the Urgent Treatment Centre in Clinic 9 Addenbrooke’s Hospital.  There are no walk-
in appointments so to contact the Service when your surgery is closed you need to call NHS
111.  Your condition will then be assessed over the phone by the 111 team and if they feel you
need a health professional will refer you to the GP Service.  You will then be offered a
telephone consultation with a doctor or nurse, a face to face appointment at the Urgent
Treatment Centre or a home visit.

Parking for this Service is in Car Park 1 with a fixed charge of £3.60 with a ticket from the
Treatment Centre.  There are 3 drop off bays outside the Treatment Centre and also disabled
parking bays.

We would like feedback from patients on their experience with this Service, please leave
comments at the surgery reception.
100 APPOINTMENTS: In July a record 100 appointments were missed, so other patients

had to wait longer to get an appointment.  If you need a reminder then please register with
reception to have a SMS message sent to prompt you. If you do not need your appointment
then please ring and cancel in order that the appointment space can be used by another.
‘FLU CLINICS:  These are the dates for the clinics this year Saturdays 7 and 21 October

and Thursday mornings 28 September, 12 and 19 October, 2, 9 and 16 November. Do take
advantage of the vaccination as ‘flu can be a nasty and debilitating infection.
PATIENTS’ GROUP: The Patients’ Group would be delighted to hear from you – please see

the notice board in the waiting room for details, speak to the receptionist or look at the practice’s
website for further information  www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see
what your Patients’ Group has achieved.  We would welcome help with running the group.
WALKS FOR HEALTH:  The next walks with our accredited walk leader Steve Gilson

start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on 1 September and 6 and 18 October 2017.  Do
join Steve for a walk he would be delighted to see you.  Anglesey Abbey walks continue on
Thursdays at 10am from the reception area.
NEXT MEETING: Next meeting will be Thursday 28 September 2017 at 6.30pm at

the surgery.
Bottisham Patients’ Group 

Bottisham Medical Practice Patients’ Group

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 September.
Please send material to the editor at 

BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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The Royal British Legion Social Club

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH AT 
THE LEGION SOCIAL CLUB

The Royal British Legion Social Club, Bottisham & St. James’s,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9DD

Tel. 01223 812063   www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Line Dancing every Wednesday (except the first Wednesday in the month.)
Bingo every 1st and 3rd Sunday.

Member’s draw, Meat draw and Play you cards right every Friday
OPENING TIMES Mon-Thurs 5-11pm : Fri 5-12pm : Sat-11.45-12pm : Sun 12.-11pm

Don't Forget The Regular Activities For You To Join In and Enjoy
Darts / Pool / Snooker / Billiards / Cribbage / Dominoes / Bar billiards
Also Hall and Poppy Lounge room hire available for all your functions

********
Bottisham British Legion Social club wins 
CAMRA Club of the Year Award!
While also achieving and maintaining the Cask Marque

********
9th ANNUAL

BEER, CIDER & GIN FESTIVAL 
15th-22nd SEPTEMBER 

Friday: 5pm-11pm
Saturday 16th: 12noon-11pm with band & BBQ in the evening

Sunday: 12noon-6pm • Monday-Thursday: 5pm-10pm 
12 REAL ALES, 3 CIDERS AND 9 GINS 

Non members welcome, come and see what your club has to offer
********MEAN EYED CATS - LIVE FOLK MUSIC

AT THE 9th LEGION BEER FEST
SATURDAY 16th SEPTEMBER

MUSIC FROM 8pm - BBQ DURING THE EVENING
FREE ENTRY TO ALL MEMBERS AND NON MEMBERS

********LIVE MUSIC WITH AROUND MIDNIGHT
SATURDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER FROM 8 PM

MEMBERS £3 NON MEMBERS £6
********
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Jenny Rankine the newly appointed Principal at the Village College spoke at our AGM and
outlined the extensive building programme for the College and showed draft plans for the new
Library which will be in the present Main Hall. The stage is to be removed so there will be ample
space for books, we shall have a storeroom and accessible toilet. Our entrance will be through
the Crush Hall and there will be good space for buggies and information displays. Access for
pupils will be at the opposite end where the computer desks will be placed. We shall be in
continued discussion about the fixtures, fittings and layout once the building plans have been
approved. The opening with a promised BIG LAUNCH is likely to be in the summer of 2019.
Mrs Rankine said that updates concerning the many changes will be included in the
local magazines.

Helen Cole our co-ordinator was able to report that lending figures for both adult and child
fiction had increased as had the number of visitors and new members. We had introduced a
jigsaw lending system and also monthly Story and Rhyme time sessions for younger members.
Another successful year   a well supported Quiz Night and Triangle Book Sale in May. Thank
you all for your support.

The officers and committee were returned unopposed and whist they are happy to do so we
should like some more volunteers. Exciting times are ahead with the move to new premises we
would appreciate some young blood.

Not sure if our Book Amnesty in July and August resulted in many books being returned. I
see that in Sydney Australia they have found an elegant way of calling home their wayward
library books using guilt instead of fines. They have reminded borrowers that by failing to return
books they are denying others the chance to read them - the results have been remarkable. 

We shall be holding another Phoenix Card morning on Saturday 14th October and will have
catalogues available beforehand. Please support us in this venture.

Sylvia Overton.

Bottisham Community Library Association

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 September.
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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Bottisham & Burwell Photographic Club
Club members are enjoying their summer break and are hoping to take many new images
for use in club competitions during the forthcoming year. The annual dinner and social
evening was held on 12 May where cups and trophies were presented by the Chairman
Gerry Metcalfe DPAGB.

New members of the community who are interested in photography may wish to attend
our ‘Welcome Back’ meeting on the Tuesday 12 September 2017. We are a long
established club, meeting originally in Burwell and now for many years our venue has been
Lode Chapel. Whether you are a beginner or experienced, you may be interested in
developing your photography skills further, so why not give us a try?  

The programme for our new year which commences on Tuesday 12 September 2017, is
available on our website - www.bottburpc.org This also shows our gallery of members’
photographs including the winning entries from previous competitions.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
‘Welcome Back’ First meeting of the clubs year (2017/2018) will be held on Tuesday 12
September 2017, when members are asked to bring 3 prints and/or 3 digital images
taken over the summer break. Last year’s award winning prints and digital images will
also be shown during the evening.

Tuesday 19 September 2017 ‘Lifting the Lid on How’ Jamie Hall, (GDT) European
Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2016. Jamie is a wildlife photographer based in
Suffolk and will give a digital presentation together with an insight into how he produces
his images.  

Tuesday 3 October 2017 ‘An Evening with Andy Beel FRPS’ Andy is a professional
photographer, writer and mentor. He is an acknowledged expert in monochrome
photography and will be giving a digital presentation of his Black/White photography.

The club has a friendly atmosphere and new members are very welcome. Personal help
and advice regarding all aspects of photography, is available from existing members, whose
experience ranges over many years. If attending the ‘Welcome Back’ evening you may if
wished, bring three of your own pictures (any size) that you have taken during the summer. 

The club always welcomes guests to any meeting at our venue, Lode Chapel CB25 9EW
from 7:30 – 9:30pm. Fee of £3.00 including refreshments, refunded on joining.

Annual subscriptions: Adult: £40, Joint Membership: £67, Student: £21, refreshments 50p.  

For further details contact the Secretary: Mrs Daphne Hanson T: 01638 741106 
Website: www.bottburpc.org   Barry Coles - Publicity Officer

FOUND On a path between Longmeadow and Bottisham - a key attached to
a photo-keyring. Please contact Clare 811693 if you think it is yours.
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN
Over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs
undertaken — BIG or small

Call Tony 
for a free estimate
Tel: 01223 812786

(Bottisham)
Mobile: 07767475987
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codge.com
info@codge.com
01449 675 548

Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing 
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching •
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs &
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners •
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are
givers and not takers of
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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In June, Steve Price from the Bobby’s Scheme gave an excellent talk on how to improve
the security of our homes .  In 1999 the High Sheriff and the police wanted to improve older
peoples’ quality of life and in 2001 the scheme was launched.  The scheme supports victims
of crime aged 60 and over, domestic abuse victims and people who feel at risk who are aged
65 and over or disabled residents. Steve told us we should all have chains on our doors  and
use them.  It is a good idea to use the chain when you have the back door open to your garden;
when people call and say they have called to check your meter etc.  always ask for their
identification; when you go out always close your windows.  A bank will never ring and ask
for a pin number or ask you to withdraw or transfer money to a safe account and they will not
ask for your bank details over the telephone either – NEVER GIVE THEM OVER THE
PHONE.  Steve sold some inexpensive gadgets to help security.  If anyone would like further
details use www.actionfraud.police.uk and www.getsafeonline.org. You can also get advice on
computer security.

Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union

Bottisham Village College Main Hall
Term times only

Club Night on Wednesday evenings from 7.15pm 
First meeting Wednesday 6th September 2017
Home League Matches on Thursday evenings

(Club Night on Thursdays if no Match)
Carpet bowls is suitable for all ages and all equipment is provided by the club.

We are a friendly group and new members are always welcome, so do come along
and try your hand.   Tea and coffee refreshments are available each Wednesday
evening. During the playing season we also have social evenings to which club

members and partners are invited.
Put 6th September in your diary and come and join us.

Further details from
Nora Watson 812121   Peter Hofton 811191   Richard Nichols  812158

or email:- nora@gandnwatson.uk

BOTTISHAM
CARPET

BOWLS CLUBFIRST 

4 WEEKS FREE

CARPET BOWLS CLUB OPEN EVENING
We would like to invite you to an Open Evening on 

Wednesday 27th September 
7.15pm Bottisham Village College in the Main Hall

Come and have a go, all equipment provided by the club 
Tea, Coffee and biscuits provided
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 

jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 • MOB 07841 930065

We also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 

PREMIER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised &
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s 
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com
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B
UI

LD
IN

G & LANDSCAPING

All Driveways & Block Paving
Site & Garden Clearance
Driveway Cleaning & Sealing
Fencing, Trellis Work & Decking

Patios & Paths
Turfing & Seeding
Concrete Crushing
Grab Hire & Digger Hire

AWARD
WINNING
DRIVEWAY
INSTALLERS

FREE 
Estimates & 
Advice

OFFICE: 01638 721 893  | SITE: 07789 261 266
amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk
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FOR ALL YOUR HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Kitchen fitting, all Carpentry,
Building works, Extensions

and Conversions

However big or small 

ianbray@hotmail.com
07412009901

Bray
Installations
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As expected, it has been a marvellous summer of sport so far.  OK, so I was wrong (July
Cresset) about the outcome of the cricket Champions Trophy, my undoing being the rise to
form of the unpredictable Pakistanis who dispatched England in the semi-final then humbled
India in the final by the massive margin of 180 runs.  Don’t forget they had been the lowest
ranked team in the tournament at the outset!  But doesn’t that illustrate perfectly what’s great
about sporting competition?

By the time you read this we’ll be mid way through a new test series against the West Indies
but, at the time of writing, we’re still basking in the glory of a 3-1 win over South Africa in a
series of wildly swinging fortunes, memorable for a number of outstandingly good and horribly
bad performances from both teams!  What would you say was the moment of the series?
Roland-Jones’ five-fer on his debut?  Edgar’s obdurate century against the odds chasing a lost
cause?  Moeen Ali’s hat-trick to clinch the 3rd Test (the first by an English spinner since Tom
Goddard’s in South Africa in 1938)?  No – for me it was Jonathan Agnew pranking Geoffrey
Boycott in the commentary box on the final morning of the 3rd Test, when he produced a fake
press release from the ICC stating that all scores from the England v Rest of the World series
in 1970 were to be scrubbed from ‘first class’ cricket records. Boycott had notched a century
in that series so it would mean that his famous 100th hundred at Headingly in 1977 would have
been only his 99th!  Poor old Geoff: he took the bait hook, line and sinker, with Aggers teasing
him about having invited him to a 40th anniversary party under false pretences!  Check it out
on YouTube when you have 10 minutes to spare.  I reckon the recording will go down in Test
Match Special history as one of THE moments of radio cricket commentary, alongside Brian
Johnson’s famous ‘leg-over’ giggles in 1993.

What do people think about Joe Root’s talents as England captain?  His decision making has
had me scratching my nut at times but I like the way his boyish looks hide the heart of a
warrior; and how can we not love his recent comments on success/failure in an interview
following England’s disappointment in the 2nd Test?  “The true measure of success is not
simply the result – there are things that are out of your control – but the way you hold yourself.
You need to be satisfied with the way you’ve played the game by giving it your all.”  A great
metaphor for life eh?

I am happy to say I was also wrong to have suggested that Chris Froome’s bubble might
have burst when it came to this year’s Tour de France.  He displayed an ever-increasing amount
of grit, tenacity, experience and toughness to win his fourth Tour (and third in succession) after
a series of mishaps threatened to scupper him: two crashes, one off-road detour, two
mechanical problems, the loss of his no.2 (Geraint Thomas)… but, even without having won
a single stage, which is highly unusual, he remained calm and calculating and duly arrived in
Paris with 54 seconds in hand over Colombian Rigoberto Uran.  One feels for poor Thomas,
though; this was his first DNF in Le Tour – due to a broken collarbone sustained when another
rider crashed in his path – bitterly disappointing for him, in the form of his life and with four
days in the yellow jersey under his belt.  Wouldn’t it be great to see Froome and Thomas pair
up again in the Spanish La Vuelta, the third Grand Tour of the year scheduled for 19th August
to 10th September? 

What did you make of the disqualification of Peter Sagan, the Slovakin sprinter, for his
involvement in the crash that put paid to Mark Cavendish’s Tour?  Now, I am not feeling

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49)
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12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DA
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FREE TO USE ATM MACHINE
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.
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particularly well-disposed towards the French after being manhandled by security guards at the
Stade de France whilst trying to enter the stadium with a perfectly valid ticket for England’s
friendly in June!  But the shameful partisanship of the French authorities during their flagship
cycle race in July really took the biscuit!  Sagan’s DQ; Arnaud Demare’s reprieve for the same
‘offence’ in the same sprint; withdrawal of punishments for riders breaking food/drink rules
when podium finisher Romain Bardet was found to have transgressed equally..!  George
Bennet of the Dutch team Lotto Jumbo offered the tongue-in-cheek explanation that it was all
a “coincidence”, and others will only commit to a Gallic shrug and say “This is cycling!”  But
can you imagine any organiser perpetrating this kind of blatant bias in any other sport?!

Anyway, a quick word about Wimbledon.  Andy Murray struggled manfully – almost
comically -  as far as the quarter final, battling a hip injury that clearly restricted his movement
despite his protestations that it didn’t!  And Federer played like a king to win his 19th Grand
Slam tournament.  Garbine Muguruza was brimming with class and power and movement in
the Women’s final to outgun a tired Venus Williams who, herself, had outclassed our own
Johanna Konta in the semi.  But what a fighter Konta is!  She believes she can be “in a position
to win a title like this one day”. I certainly would not bet against it!

A race too far..?   In a quirk of fate, the 2017 World Athletics Championships saw the curtain
fall on the careers of two of the greatest athletes in history.  Neither Usain Bolt nor Mo Farah
left the stage clutching gold as they – and we – would have liked but they reminded us that, no
matter how great you are, Father Time will always win eventually!  However, whilst some
doors close, others open.  I don’t suppose the GB men’s 4x100m relay team are concerned with
matters of ageing at the moment, having written themselves into the history books with the
third fastest run of all time. Can we look forward to a golden age of (drug-free) British sprinting
over the coming years.  I certainly hope so, but I don’t see why they have to compete with the
likes of Justin Gatlin in championship races; and, by the sound of the boos that greeted the
American in the London Stadium during the championships, there seems to be widespread
support for that view. 

TTFN Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

n We offer grants to school leavers with a minimum of two years residence
in Bottisham

n If you are starting a course of Higher Education you can apply for help with
buying text books
n If you are starting an Apprenticeship you can apply for help with buying
tools and equipment

For further information e-mail the Clerk coralhatley@gmail.com 
or telephone 811457

BOTTISHAM LOCAL CHARITIES TRUSTEES

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 September.
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your  irst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully quali ied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.
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Rebecca Golding
now has her new salon

in Burwell
Tues 30 Years’ 

9.30am-8pm Experience
Thurs All aspects of 

9.30am-8pm Hairdressing

Tel. 07742 997474
Free Parking at
67 Silver Street 

Burwell, CB25 0EF
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Ye who speak of uncomfortable and unwelcome things!
You may have heard of or read about the animosity levelled at Sarah Champion who dared

to call the abuse of ‘white’ young English girls in Newcastle for what it really is. And also
the shocking name-calling and hatred directed at staff at Great Ormond Street Children’s
Hospital over the young Charlie Gard affair. But in particular the intolerance directed at Tim
Farron by the ‘politically correct’ brigade because of his traditional beliefs. I don’t
necessarily agree with Farron’s politics but I was sorry to see him resign because his
‘traditional beliefs’ were said not to be compatible with leading a modern day political party.
Being the cynic that I am I don’t believe for one minute that this is a decision Farron would
have made had it not been for the increasing acquiescence given to ‘progressive attitudes’ -
often portrayed to their extreme in ‘soap operas’ - and shamefully repeated in both the
Charlie Gard and the Sarah Champion situations. Yes, I’ll repeat it again; today’s modern
media conduit is primarily responsible for this advance in fanatical attitudes and is solely
responsible for a lot of what’s wrong with society today. We are seeing and reading articles
attacking, and even mocking, traditional views but never any that appear to question, let
alone criticise, liberal views. It’s even being suggested by some broadsheet commentators
that we’ve become a nation tolerant of ‘politically correct’ crusades the likes of the National
Trust’s decree to some of its volunteers to wear the ‘gay pride’ badge.

The latest survey of British social attitudes shows that this progressive culture is
predominantly advocated by young, highly educated metropolitans. But does being highly
educated necessarily endow you with the wider intellect and the indispensable ‘University of
Life’ mentality for full participation in everyday society. Sadly this side of liberalist culture
doesn’t seem to comprehend that its mind set is being manipulated and conditioned by modern
media stimuli. So much so that many in higher education for instance demand ‘safe spaces’
where they can’t be offended and ‘no platforms’ for those commentators who hold unacceptable
views. Furthermore there are those who believe it right and proper to hide behind anonymity to
verbally abuse, persecute and stalk individuals who do actually speak of uncomfortable or
unwelcome things - another target being the feminists’ rights campaigner Germaine Greer, and
her comments that gender is a biological fact rather than a social hypothesis. 

This recent social attitudes survey points alarmingly to the fact that, as a society, we’re on
the edge of forgetting one of our basic rights and that is the freedom to openly, honestly and
decently state and debate our beliefs in public forum. Surely then we cannot simply stand aside
and allow a generation to become naïve or complacent about the fundamental role that the
freedoms of speech, expression, thought and debate play in upholding the democratic process.

Tim Farron should have stood his ground - leaving it to the ballot box to decide whether
he’s a fit person or not to lead a political party. Like many others in the public spotlight he’s
fallen victim to the ceaseless intolerance and hostility coming from pressure crusaders who
believe tradition and free speech are ‘cuddly’ terms used to soften the concepts of prejudice,
discrimination and sexuality – where no view other than their own is the right one. It would
seem then that there is no room in so called ‘liberal society’ for the many people who still
hold traditional views on social issues such as marriage, abortion, sexuality, keeping Sunday
different, the family construct, etc...

And there was even more uncomfortable and unwelcome news for those who use any
opportunity to have a go at central government over the NHS. The UK health service was

Jolley Old World

(Jolley Old World continued on page 55)
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JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER / DECORATOR
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES

OAP Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762
Mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road
Swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge
CB25 0LS
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(Jolley Old World continued from page 57)

praised, yes praised for its safety, affordability and efficiency. The research by the
Commonwealth Fund looked at twelve countries across the world, including the US, Canada,
Australia, France and Germany. It’s the second time in a row that the UK has finished top
above all other European countries, even Scandinavia. Three years ago, when the survey was
last done, the UK was also number one. It comes despite the NHS being in the grip of the
tightest financial challenge in its history with lengthening waiting times due to a surging
population. The NHS was praised for the safety of its care, the systems in place to prevent
ill-health, such as vaccinations and screening, the speed at which people get help and the
equitable access regardless of income. TJ

“That bloke in charge of North Korea looks like a wrong’un.”
– D E Britton to the Daily Mail.

A small international school in Fulbourn, South of Cambridge, 
welcoming pupils aged from 4 to 16  years.

We have experienced and enthusiastic teachers delivering a broad and engaging
curriculum to small classes of pupils from Britain and beyond.  We offer excellent

pastoral care and are non-selective academically. Transport via school minibuses from
central Cambridge and surrounding villages. 

To arrange a visit, please call:
Mary Greer on 01223 755100/07400 584015

or email mary.greer@landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk
www.landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk

Landmark International School is a registered charity.

FREE TASTER SESSION Pos+Ability
If you have survived a Stroke, are living with Parkinson’s, Multiple Sclerosis, have a long term

neurological condition or something similar, our experienced team at Pos+Ability may be able to help
you. Please come and join us at one of our regular sessions. 

We start our session with group exercises using stretch ands, soft balls, and lots of easy to do
exercises just sitting on one of our chairs or your own wheelchair. You can take a turn on our
wheelchair accessible specially developed exercise bike, or maybe take a few steps along our
parallel bars with our team to support you. 

You can try our various hand exercise pieces of equipment used to strengthen your joints, help
you to grip and hold onto items, whilst having a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit.  You can join in a
Quiz, look at memorabilia books or just sit and have a chat. 

We can help you with independence; maintain your levels of mobility, improve your confidence and
self esteem, help with memory and cognitive skills, communication and conversation.

We are supporting people in Histon on Mondays, Ely Thursdays, Littleport Friday morning, Soham
Wednesday morning and Burwell Wednesday afternoons.

If you think we can help you, please come along and try our FREE TASTER SESSION by getting
in touch on 07565 598 193 Email: posability3@gmail.com Web site: www.posability.org
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The cost is £12 per couple, which includes interval tea/coffee. You are
welcome to bring along your own refreshments.   There is ample parking on
site.For further information please contact: Frank and Sue Hancocks,
01638 741159or check out our website: www.letsdanceclub.org.uk
*Let’s Dance Club is a “not for profit” organisation established to provide dances for the community.

LET’S DANCE
Come and join us dancing on Saturday evenings in the Main Hall at
Bottisham Village College.We will have music for Ballroom, Latin American
and popular Sequence dancing.

Dates: September 9th, October 14th, November 11th
and December 9th (Black Tie optional).

Time: 7.30pm to 10.30pm.
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REFLEXOLOGY
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y

Reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis 
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including
PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders •

Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions
(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

Tel: 01223 811045 

**Gift vouchers available**
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HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD
(Previously N. E. & S. Harrison)

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR CARPETS 
OR UPHOLSTERY CLEANED?

HAYDEN IS LOCAL TO THE AREA,
OFFERING FREE QUOTATIONS 
AND ADVICE.

HAYDEN
THE CLEANING SPECIALIST

MERRYWOOD
8 LODE RD., BOTTISHAM CB25 9DJ
01223 813766 OR 07919 561665
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Monday Closed
Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm
Wednesday 10-11.30am
Thursday 3-5pm
Friday 6-8pm
Saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council
CHAIR 
CHRISTINE BRYANT 127 High Street 811767

PARISH COUNCILLORS
MIKE BACON 5 Peacock Drive 813573
HILDA BUCHANAN 55 Beechwood Avenue 811689
MARIA DICKSON 5 Jenyns Close 812499
LINO DI LORENZO 15 Peacock Drive 813420
NICK JERMAN 52 High Street 813044
TONY JOLLEY 141 High Street 812911
ROMAN MACZKIEWICZ 12 Peacock Drive 811561
STEVEN O’DELL 23 Downing Close 812230
JON OGBORN 3 Woodward Drive  07486 372780
CLAIRE WALTON 20 Peacock Drive 811179

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
ALAN SHARP 11 High Street, Stetchworth  01638 507485
DAVID CHAPLIN Tunbridge Hall, 

60 Tunbridge Lane 07710 105666

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
MATHEW SHUTER The Old Maltings, 01638 508729

High St, Brinkley

PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD 26 Peacock Drive 07914 219732

Claire Jackman BDS & Associates offer
NHS, Denplan & Private treatment 

With special interests in Implantology & Orthodontics

Monday 09.00-17.00
Tuesday 09.00-19.00
Wednesday 09.00-17.00
Thursday 09.00-19.00
Friday 09.00-17.00
Saturday 09.00-15.00

New Denplan & Private Patients Welcome
New NHS patients welcome from Friends & Family referrals for a limited time only 

Bottisham Dental
Tunbridge Lane, Bottisham CB25 9DU

01223 811844
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website:.................................................................................. WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.CO.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand..............................................................................01223 812558
Bottisham Surgery:..............................................................................................................................................................

Enquiries and Appointments ...........................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..........................................................................................111

Bottisham Library:............................................................................................................................ 812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ:................................................................................................... 01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police:................ (NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999

Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station..Contact through 101 
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary.......................................................................... 811049
Bottisham Boys Football Club: Jim Tideswell................................................................................. 812591
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School:......................................................................................... 811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Martin Wilson................................................................................07768 031979

Chairman: Will Allen.................................................................... 07801 580604
Bottisham Football: John Turner/Tim Sale.................................................... 07841592203 / 07743862836
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: Clerk - Coral Hatley..............................................................811457
Bottisham Pharmacy:........................................................................................................................ 812321
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley.................................................. 812063

Branch Chairman: Dave Frost .......................................... www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones..................................................................... 813040
Bottisham Sports Association: Graham Barker................................................................................ 812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250

Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information.....................................................................811372
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
East Cambridgeshire District Offices:.................................................................................. 01353 665555
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Alan Sharp, 11 High St, Stetchworth  ......................01638 507485

David Chaplin, Tunbridge Hall, 60 Tunbridge Lane
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk........ 01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant.................................................................................... 811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood................................................................................. 07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre:.............................................................................................................. 811905
MP for Cambs South East Constituency: 

Lucy Frazer, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA...............................................................................
E. lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk W. www.lucyfrazer.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk:................................................................... 0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm
CRESSET Editor: ............................................................................................. email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole................................................................................................................................ 812573
Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com .................................................. 01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements.






